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drive, producing greater interest and mental activity
on the part of the observer than could possibly be
aroused in him by isolated words or actions, and also
selecting his associative reactions to them. Two effects
of a drive are thus brought to light: general stimulus
to activity, and selection of the particular activity that
shall become active.

In motor behavior and the life of action generally,
these two effects of the drive are in evidence. Some-
thing analogous to the 'context' operates to select from
among the large repertory of acts those that fit the
case. The ball player could do many things with the
ball that has corne to him; but unless he 'loses his
head', he does the one thing that the whole situation
demands. Decorum means the same kind of control
exerted over action by perception of what the situation
demands. Understanding the state of affairs means a
certain 'frame of mind' that favors certain acts and
thrusts others aside. Undoubtedly the factor of selec-
tion operates in much the same way in the broader con-
duct of life as it does in the comparatively narrow
activities, such as computing, where its effects can be
definitely noticed.

In reviewing this discussion of the factor of selection,
the reader will be left with the impression that much has
been said of selection and its manner of working, but
little of that which selects. What is the selective
agency? Now the gist of the whole discussion is that
there is no agency exclusively devoted to selection, no
factor of selection that is nothing more than that. A
tendency towards some consummatory reaction acts as
a selective agency, but it is at the same time a tendency